
At the Wisconsin Humane Society, we are inspired every day by the generosity and support we 

receive from people and businesses in the community. Often spending their own time and money, 

individuals and businesses are always coming up with new ideas and creative ways to raise funds for 

the animals.  These fundraisers vary in type and size, and have included everything from charity 

workouts, yoga classes and doggy dips to silent auctions, raffles and jeans days! 

If you are interested in organizing and hosting your own event to benefit the Wisconsin Humane 

Society, we’re here to help!  Please review our policies and procedures, download our logos, and 

check out our tips and ideas to help make your event as successful as possible!  

 

 
1. Help! I need ideas 

2. In-Kind Donations for All Kinds of Animals 

3. Top Tips for Planning & Marketing 

4. Logos & Downloads 

5. Policies & Procedures 

 
 

 Questions? Contact Ruadhan Ward at rward@wihumane.org or (414) 431-6122. 
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1. Give a percentage of one day’s sales back to WHS 

2. Chili cook-off for donations per entry or vote 

3. Taco or nacho bar or bake sale at work for donations 

4. Host a run/walk with entry fee to WHS 

5. Host a doggy dip at your community pool at the end of the season 

6. Offer charity “roundup donations” at the cash register 

7. Sell paper icons at your register for $1, $5 or $10 donations to WHS 

8. Prize wheel at your event with $1 per spin 

9. Holiday party with suggested donation  

10. Silent auction or raffle at work 

11. Charity bike ride 

12. Host a charity workout or yoga class 

13. Benefit art show, concert, or theatre performance 

14. Super Bowl pool at work or with friends– half to WHS 

15. Signature drink or meal where a portion of proceeds go to WHS 

 

 

 

Thinking of holding a donation drive to collect items for the animals?  
Check out our online wishlist today at 

 

It includes our most-needed items for everyone in the shelter, and is 
updated all the time!  Here are 5 examples of successful in-kind 
donation drives: 

1. for our Furry Friends Food Bank 

2. at work/ school & bring them to WHS (WHS 
receives funds for recycling them! 

3. - write items from our wishlist as ornaments on a 
tree or on a wall for people to purchase, then bring them to WHS for a photo to 
share with your coworkers afterwards or include in a company newsletter!  
**Think outside the box: it’s a fun donation drive for a Christmas in July too! 

4. Put boxes near the exit or 
registers with a sign that you’re collecting items for WHS and ask shoppers to 
donate items throughout the month! It adds up quickly! 

5. Place donation bins/boxes around the building, print 
out our wishlist and ask for others to bring in donations for the shelter. Once your bins/boxes are full, 
bring them into WHS and we’ll happily take a photo of you with your donations to share your fundraiser 
success with those who supported it!  This can be a one-month drive, or ongoing support for the animals! 



You’ve determined what you want to do and you’re ready to get started, now what? Below are a 
few of our top tips for planning and marketing your fundraiser for the animals! 

1. Co-workers can help you brainstorm ideas, delegate the 
work and have fun doing it- which will help you raise more funds for the 
animals. 

2. When you start planning your fundraiser and 
collecting ideas, be sure to identify your expenses and potential sources of 
revenue and donations.  This will help you set a realistic fundraising goal and 
minimize expenses. 

3. One of the best ways to increase 
the amount of money you raise at an event is to limit the amount of money 
you spend.  Keep the expenses low by asking friends to donate or discount 
event-related expense items, such as entertainment, venue rental, 
decorations, food, beverages and auction items. 

4. A large part of your success will depend on how well 
you spread the word and the number of people you invite.  How do you 
plan to let people know about your event?  Consider using social media 
to create an event page and posting the details.  Create a Snapchat filter 
for your event! The more ways, the better! And don’t forget about our 
Community Calendar! Contact rward@wihumane.org to include your 
event. 

5. What other things can you add to your 
event to raise funds?  What about live or silent auctions, raffles, 50/50 
raffle, passing the hat, prize wheel, selling food or merchandise, etc.?  Be 
creative and you’ll be surprised at the additional funds you raise from these 
little extras. 

6. Having a list of your event contacts makes next year’s 
event or future planning much easier.  Make sure all lists have the 
most up-to-date information, including phone, email, name and addresses. 

7. Remember to send letters to all of the supporters and 
volunteers that helped make your event a success; you’ll probably need their 
help again next time. 

8. If you plan to make your event an annual one, set a date early 
and be sure to let everyone know as soon as possible so they can plan to attend, volunteer or 
support you again! 

Feel free to copy or save the WHS logo below you would like to use.  
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1. To ensure that the Wisconsin Humane Society’s name, image and 
reputation are properly represented, we ask that all third-party fundraisers 
abide by the following policies.  Your cooperation will help us guarantee 
consistency and quality in the events.  Thank you for your generosity in 
helping us save the lives of animals in need. 

2. The Wisconsin Humane Society can provide informational materials 
about WHS and our programs and services.  Advance notice is 
needed with quantity and types of information requested in order for 
WHS to provide these materials. Feel free to print and use the 
following materials for your event: 

WHS Snapshot 

WHS Financial Report 

3. Due to the number of requests we receive, the Wisconsin Humane 
Society may attempt, but cannot guarantee: 

• Promotion of your event in our publications 

• Inclusion of your event on our community events calendar. 

• Fill out the application here: http://www.wihumane.org/news-events/community-events  

• Staff, volunteers or animals at the event 

• Distribution of posters or literature for your event 

4. While we may be able to provide guidance for your event, we do not have the 
personnel to handle the organizational and administrative tasks associated with 
third-party events.  Therefore, you are responsible for all details of the event, 
including: underwriting or providing all of the related costs, recruiting volunteers 
to help at the event, creating flyers for the event and working the actual event. 

5. The event must be promoted in a manner to avoid statements or the appearance 
that WHS endorses any product, firm, organization, individual or service. 

6. All promotional materials must clearly state what percentage or portion of 
proceeds will benefit WHS. 

7. Event organizers are responsible for obtaining all permits, especially for raffles, 
as well as their own liability insurance to cover the event.  WHS is not financially 
liable for the promotion and/or staging of third-party events. 

8. Please note that third-party and community fundraisers cannot be held at WHS. 

9. WHS cannot process third-party event expenses. Only final net proceeds from the event 
can be processed by WHS and are valid to receive a tax receipt.  

10. We cannot issue charitable tax receipts for individuals or businesses who make donations -monetary or 
inkind- to your third-party event.  We highly encourage seeking donations to limit event expenses, but 
these donations are not tax-deductible to the extent of the law, as they are given to the event host, and 
not directly to a 501(c)3 organization.  

11. We are happy to provide receipts to individuals and businesses who make monetary donations directly to 
WHS as part of your event, as long as the exact monetary donation and donors’ contact information are 
received by WHS.  
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